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Harnett County Schools 2020-2021 

Science Fair Coordinators 

The Harnett County Science Fair Coordinator Members listed below will serve as contact 

persons in their respective schools: 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COORDINATORS 

SCHOOL NAME 

Science Fair 

Coordinator 1 

Science Fair 

Coordinator 2 

Angier Elementary Katie Hartsell 

Benhaven Elementary Karleen Simmons 

Boone Trail Elementary Katie Norris Shaniel James 

Buies Creek Elementary Joelle Holingsworth 

Coats Elementary Ellen Henriksen 

Erwin Elementary Maria Frank 

Harnett Primary 

Highland Elementary Jen Szustakowski Elizabeth Baker 

Johnsonville Elementary Carla Barnes 

LaFayette Elementary Regina Griggs 

Lillington-Shawtown Elementary Haley Nash 

Overhills Elementary Karen Connors 

South Harnett Elementary Sharice Campbell-Ellison 

Wayne Avenue Elementary Marlin Earp Laura Weston 

MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL COORDINATORS 

SCHOOL NAME 

Science Fair 

Coordinator 1 

Science Fair 

Coordinator 2 

Coats-Erwin Middle Brenda Marbell 

Dunn Middle 

Harnett Central Middle Michelle Parrish 

Highland Middle School Jennifer Farina 

Overhills Middle 

Western Harnett Middle Karen Rhodes 

STAR Academy Bryan Brown 

Shannon Pragosa
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HARNETT COUNTY SCHOOLS 

Science Fair Schedule of Events 

2020-2021 School Year 

HARNETT COUNTY SCIENCE FAIR DATE 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

STAR Academy Gymnasium 

6:00 PM 

ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE FAIRS 

Individual School Fair Schedule 

November 1, 2020 – January 18, 2021 

All individual school fairs may be held no later than January 18, 2021 

All entry forms are due to Ms. Cindy Wood, no later than January 22, 2021 

SCIENCE FAIR SET-UP 

Tuesday, January 26, 2021 

Exhibits may be set up for the Harnett County Science Fair in the STAR Academy Gymnasium 

on Tuesday, January 26, 2021 from 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM.

Elementary Division:  Grades 3 – 5 (Judged by grade level) 

Junior Division:  Grades 6 – 8  

Categories:  Biological Science A • Biological Science B • Chemistry • 

Earth/Environmental Science • Physics • Technology, Engineering. 

STAR Gymnasium 

Wednesday, January 27, 2021 

8:00 AM – 8:30 AM – School Science Fair Coordinators check individual school entries. 

8:30 AM – 4:00 PM – Orientation for judges and judging of events 

HARNETT COUNTY SCIENCE FAIR 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 

STAR Gymnasium 

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM – Exhibits open to the public 

7:00 PM – Awards Ceremony 

REGION IV 

TBD 

UNC Pembroke 

Harnett County Schools 

P. O. Box 1029 

Lillington, N.C.  27546 

(910) 893-8151 

FAX:  (910) 893-8839 
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Phone: 910-893-8151

Fax: 910-893-5816
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Harnett County Schools Science Fair 

Official Rules and Regulations

The Harnett County Schools Science Fair will accept entries in two divisions: 

1. Elementary Division (Grades 3 – 5)

2. Junior Divisions (Grades 6 – 8)

In the Elementary Division, the projects are not divided into categories.  Elementary projects will 

be judged by grade level. 

In the Junior Division, there will be six (6) categories: 

1. Biological Science A

2. Biological Science B

3. Chemistry

4. Earth/Environmental Science

5. Physics

6. Technology/Engineering

The following rules apply to both the Elementary and Junior Divisions: 

1. In the Elementary Division, no more than three (2) students (together) may enter a

project.

2. In the Junior Division, no more than two (2) students (together) may enter a project.

 Exhibits must be confined to a space of 122 cm. wide (side by side), 76 cm. deep (front-

to-back), and have 198 cm. (from table top) or 274 cm. height from floor to top.

Oversized projects WILL NOT be accepted.

 Entries must be self-supporting and sturdy enough to prevent falling.

 No gas or running water will be made available.

 Electric power (110 v. AC, on socket, 5 amp. limits) will be available if needed; however,

exhibitors must supply their own extension cords and adapters.

 Hazardous chemicals, open flames, explosives, and illegal materials will not be

permitted in exhibits.

 Poisonous reptiles, experiments on vertebrates or anything involving cruelty to animals

will not be permitted.  Experimental procedures with animals, which involve diets

deficient in essential nutrients, discomfort, pain or death, harmful bacteria, fungi or

human parasites, will be disqualified.  No live animals or harmful living materials will be

permitted at the fair.

 No noisy experiments will be permitted.

 All packing materials must be removed from the exhibit hall.

 Each exhibit must be self-explanatory.

 The Harnett County Schools Science Fair Coordinators may refuse permission to entries

for reasons of safety or sanitation or in the best interest of the fair.

 All entries must be on work conducted by students; however, guidance by knowledgeable

persons is encouraged in answering questions that may arise during the students’

research.

 The student must assemble all projects in the exhibit hall.

 Exhibits are entered at the risk of the exhibitor.  Neither the host institution, the Harnett

County Board of Education, nor any cooperating person will assume any responsibility

for loss or damage to equipment or materials.

 If websites were used, only governmental (.gov), organizational (.org), or educational

(.edu) sites are acceptable.

 Projects continued from one year to another must be accompanied by the appropriate

forms. (Page 18 in this booklet)
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Divisions and Categories 

Divisions 
Elementary – Grades 3-5 

Junior — Grades 6-8  

Elementary Division 
Projects are not divided into categories, only grade levels. 

Junior and Senior Divisions 
Categories are: 

 Biological Science A

 Biological Science B

 Chemistry

 Earth/Environmental Science

 Physics

 Technology, Engineering

From one to two students can work on a single project. 

Category Descriptions 

Great care should be taken in selecting the category for competition that best matches the project. The 

following descriptions should be of assistance in making the most appropriate decisions. For detailed 

descriptions of the categories, visit the ISEF web site at 

http://www.societyforscience.org/isef/project_categories 

Biological Science A 
Animal Science 

Medicine and Health Science 

Microbiology 

Biological Science B 
Behavioral and Social Sciences 

Biochemistry 

Cellular & Molecular Biology 

Plant Sciences 

Chemistry 
The science of the composition, structure, properties, and reactions of matter, especially of atomic and 

molecular systems. 

Earth/Environmental Science 
Geology, mineralogy, physiography, oceanography, meteorology, climatology, 

Study of pollution especially related to the environment 
. 

Physics 
Physics is the science of matter and energy and of interactions between the two. 

Technology/Engineering 
Technology or Engineering projects that directly apply scientific principles to manufacturing and practical 

uses.  
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Planning Schedule for Science Fair 

A Guide 

1. Introduction to research and scientific method 

Discuss project with students. 

Brainstorm project ideas. 

Student logs/journals 

Teachers review Science Fair rules. 

Discuss rules, re: continuation projects. 

2. Topic approval 

Students begin review of literature. 

State problem based on research 

List materials needed. 

Form hypothesis. 

3. Finalize procedures. 

Write research paper (w/citations). 

Have procedures and research plan form approved. 

Begin experiment. 

4. Experiment! 

Replicate experiment. 

Have data book log checked. 

Begin analysis of data. 

5. Experiment! 

Replicate experiment. 

Continue to record and check data. 

Continue analysis of data. 

Design graphs. 

Analyze data. 

Finish research paper.

6. Write conclusions. 

Design graphs. 

Write abstract and design board. 

November 1, 2020 – 

January 18, 2021 

School Science Fairs 

(Individual School Sites) 

January 22, 2021 Registration Forms for winning projects sent to 

Ms. Cindy Wood 

January 26-January 28, 2021 

January 28, 2021 

Harnett County Schools Science Fair 

Awards Night 

T.B.D. Regional IV Science Fair 

Pembroke - UNC 
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Harnett County Schools 

2020 - 2021 Science Fair Expectations 

Checklist for Harnett County Fair Participants 

Presentation:  Use a display board for project (tri-fold board). 

Problem:  What question do you plan to examine in your project? 

Hypothesis: Write your question before doing your experiment. 

What do you think will be the answer to your question and why? 

Purpose:  Why are you doing this experiment?  Explain your thinking 

Variables:  What variables are you studying? 

Independent, Dependent, Constants, Controls 

Procedures:  How did you do the project? 

Tell STEP by STEP what you did. 

Include your log book or notebook with your project. 

Materials:  List all of the items you had to use for this experiment. 

Graph: You must have some type of graph/chart describing the outcome of your 

project. 

Make certain that each part is clearly labeled and easy to understand. 

Make certain that pictures do not identify person doing the project. 

Data: What did you find out during your experiment? 

Did you replicate your experiment:  Why or Why Not? 

Quantitative?       -----     Qualitative? 

Conclusion / Results: What was the answer to your question: 

Was your hypothesis right or wrong?  Why? 

Report:  The report includes all the information from your study in a research 

report format. 

Each part of your report should be clearly labeled. 

Your report should be typed or written neatly on paper. 

Include references and notes as documentation. 

Abstract: Include a short summary of your project and what you found. 

Resources:  Make certain that the resources you used are included with your 

report. 

Notebook or Log: Include your science project notebook or log. 

Student’s Full Name 

School  Grade Age 
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Harnett County Science Fair Official Score Sheet 
STUDENT SHEET 

Student ________________________________________________________  School __________________________ 

Teacher ________________________________________  Grade ______  Division ____________________________ 

Project Title: ____________________________________________________________________ Entry # _________ 
PROBLEM:   Testable question which references a cause and effect relationship and a measureable change; or a 
proposed solution/invention which references a specific outcome and measureable change is stated? 

POINTS 

No problem statement 

Statement but not in the form of a question or proposed solution/invention with no reference to specific 
outcome and measureable change 

Statement in the form of a question or a solution/invention proposed that references specific outcome and 
measureable change 

REPORT/RESEARCH:  Relates to topics relevant to experiment, (this should not be an explanation of the 
experiment), has multiple sources with complete citations. 

No research paper or research paper included but was in the form of an experimental logbook 

Research of related topics  but no sources cited 

Research with multiple sources cited but not varied in type 

Research with multiple sources and types of sources cited 

HYPOTHESIS:  Shows thought to the relationship between the variables which will be tested and stated as an 
if/then statement.  

No hypothesis 

Hypothesis stated but no reference to variables or not stated as an if/then statement 

Hypothesis included with references to variables or stated as an if/then statement 

VARIABLE, CONSTANTS, AND CONTROLS:  How well are the variables identified and controlled? 

INDEPENDENT VARIABLE - The variable purposefully changed by the experimenter 

No independent variable identified 

Independent variable identified but not limited (tested more than one variable 

Independent variable identified 

DEPENDENT VARIABLE - The variable that responds 

No dependent variable identified 

Dependent variable identified 

CONSTANTS - All factors that remain the same and have a fixed value 

No constants identified 

Constants were identified either listed or within procedure 

CONTROL - The standard for comparing experimental effects 

No control identified 

Control was identified 

MATERIALS/EQUIPMENT:  Materials are appropriate and a detailed list is given. 

No materials or equipment identified 

Materials were listed and used appropriately 

PROCEDURE:  Procedure is sequential and describes the investigation clearly. 

Experimental procedures are not listed 

Experimental procedures are incomplete and/or not listed step by step 

Experimental procedures are complete and listed step by step 

Experimental procedures are quantitatively and qualitatively listed step by step (i.e. 1-500mL Beaker vs. 1 
Beaker) 

TOTAL POINTS (PAGE 1) 
Rev. 11/01/13 
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RESULTS/DATA COLLECTION AND PRESENTATION:  To what degree are the method, number of trials, and quantity of data 
appropriate? 

QUANTITATIVE DATA - numbers, standard metric units, or scale made up by the student 

No quantitative date collected 

Quantitative data collected but insufficient, experimental repetitions were limited or only one trial 

Sufficient quantitative data was collected with experimental repetitions 

Data collected above expectations using metric units 

QUALITATIVE DATA - Words, descriptions of physical or behavioral changes 

No qualitative data were given 

Limited qualitative data were given 

Sufficient qualitative data was given 

DATA PRESENTATION - graphs, tables, logs, pictures, charts, or other visual aids present the data 

No presentation of data 

Data partially and/or not clearly presented (i.e. table but no graphs, pictures but no data) 

Data sufficiently and clearly presented 

Data presentation  above expectations 

CONCLUSIONS/DATA ANALYSIS:  How well are the results interpreted? How well have the possible errors been analyzed? 
Has acceptance or rejection of hypothesis based on data been stated? 

No interpretation of data was presented 

Partial interpretation of data presented 

Correct and appropriate interpretation of data connecting data results to hypothesis 

 Comprehensive and significant interpretation of data with error analysis and/or suggestions for further efforts 

VISUAL DISPLAY:  How well is the project constructed and organized?  Is spelling correct?  How attractive is the exhibit 
compared to others in the same field? 

Display was constructed but was not organized, neat, did not include enough information to explain the project 
or contained spelling errors  

Display layout and information was labeled, attractive, complete and explained the project 

Exemplary display with all important phases of the investigation presented and attractiveness exceeds others in 
the same field  

LOGBOOK:  Was some sort of logbook used to record data, ideas, etc? 

Logbook was not included 

Logbook was included but lacked some elements 

Thorough logbook included 

ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS:  Abstract and Acknowledgements included 

Abstract and acknowledgements were not included 

Either abstract or acknowledgments were included 

Both abstract and acknowledgments were included 

TOTAL POINTS (PAGE 2) 

TOTAL POINTS (PAGE 1) 

PROJECT SCORE 

JUDGE SIGNATURE:______________________________________________  Date:  ________________ 

COMMENTS: 
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SCHOOL ENTRIES FOR THE HARNETT COUNTY SCIENCE FAIR 

SCHOOL WINNERS 

Each elementary school may submit one first place winner, one second place winner per 
grade level, and one principal’s choice (PER SCHOOL) for a total of ten entries.

Each middle school may submit a first and second place winner in each of the six categories of 

Biological Science A, Biological Science B, Chemistry, Earth/Environmental Science, Physics, 

and Technology/Engineering.  An additional principal’s choice may be submitted for a total of 

thirteen entries. 

We regret that late entry forms cannot be accepted. 
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Harnett County Science Fair 

Set-up:  January 26, 2021 

Judging:  January 27, 2021 

Awards Ceremony:  January 28, 2021 

OFFICIAL APPLICATION 

(For School Level Winners Entering County Science Fair) 

Please PRINT all information clearly and please submit one application per project.  Answer all questions 

please. 

STUDENT’S INFORMATION: 

S
T

U
D

E
N

T
 #

1
 

FIRST NAME  LAST NAME GRADE AGE 

ADDRESS  

PARENT’S NAME PHONE NUMBER 

S
T

U
D

E
N

T
 #

2
 

FIRST NAME  LAST NAME GRADE AGE 

ADDRESS  

PARENT’S NAME PHONE NUMBER 

TEACHER INFORMATION: 

FIRST NAME LAST NAME GRADE: 

E-Mail Address: 

School Name:  

School 

Address: 

SCHOOL PHONE NUMBER: 

Title of Exhibit:  

Division (Please check only one.) For Grades 6 – 8 Category:  (Please check only one.) 

Biological Science A Earth/Environmental Science 

Junior (Grades 6 – 8) Biological Science B Physics 

Elem. (Grades 3 – 5) Chemistry Technology/Engineering 

Check here if this is a ‘Continuation’ from your 2019-2020 project (See attached form). 

Research Plan and Approval Form Included 

I/We understand the Science Fair Projects are intended to be a product of “student” efforts.  Therefore, 

I/we certify that I/we have received help only in terms of direction, suggestions, and/or advice from 

parents, teachers, or other advisors.  I/We grant permission to Harnett County Science Fair to take and use 

any photos related to the science fair project presented.  My childs name and photograph may be 

listed/displayed in the newspaper and on the Harnett County website. 

Student Signature(s) 

Parent Approval 

Teacher Approval 

APPLICATION APPROVAL 

School Science Coordinator - Signature 
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 International Rules: Guidelines for Science and Engineering Fairs 2020–2021, societyforscience.org/ISEF2021 

Checklist for Adult Sponsor (1)
This completed form is required for ALL projects.

Adult Sponsor’s Printed Name Signature Date of Review (mm/dd/yy)

Phone Email

To be completed by the Adult Sponsor in collaboration with the student researcher(s):

Student’s Name(s):
Project Title: 
1. � I have reviewed the ISEF Rules and Guidelines, including the science fair ethics statement.

2. �	I have reviewed the student’s completed Student Checklist (1A) and Research Plan/Project Summary.

3. �	I have worked with the student and we have discussed the possible risks involved in the project.

4. �	The project involves one or more of the following and requires prior approval by an SRC, IRB, IACUC or IBC:
� Humans Potentially Hazardous Biological Agents
� Vertebrate Animals � Microorganisms � rDNA � Tissues

5. �	Items to be completed for ALL PROJECTS
� Adult Sponsor Checklist (1) � Research Plan/Project Summary
� Student Checklist (1A) � Approval Form (1B)

�	Regulated Research Institutional/Industrial Setting Form (1C) (when applicable; after completed experiment)
�	Continuation/Research Progression Form (7) (when applicable)

Additional forms required if the project includes the use of one or more of the following (check all that apply):
� Humans, including student designed inventions/prototypes. (Requires prior approval by an Institutional Review Board (IRB);

see full text of the rules.)
� Human Participants Form (4) or appropriate Institutional IRB documentation
� Sample of Informed Consent Form (when applicable and/or required by the IRB)
� Qualified Scientist Form (2) (when applicable and/or required by the IRB)

� Vertebrate Animals (Requires prior approval, see full text of the rules.)
� Vertebrate Animal Form (5A) - for projects conducted in a school/home/field research site (SRC prior approval required.)
� Vertebrate Animal Form (5B) - for projects conducted at a Regulated Research Institution. (Institutional Animal Care and

Use Committee (IACUC) approval required prior experimentation.)
� Qualified Scientist Form (2) (Required for all vertebrate animal projects at a regulated research site or when applicable)

� Potentially Hazardous Biological Agents (Requires prior approval by SRC, IACUC or IBC, see full text of the rules.)
� Potentially Hazardous Biological Agents Risk Assessment Form (6A)
� Human and Vertebrate Animal Tissue Form (6B) - to be completed in addition to Form 6A when project involves the use of

fresh or frozen tissue, primary cell cultures, blood, blood products and body fluids.
�  Qualified Scientist Form (2) (when applicable)
� The following are exempt from prior review but require a Risk Assessment Form 3: projects involving protists, archae and

similar microorganisms, for projects using manure for composting, fuel production or other non-culturing experiments,
projects using color change coliform water test kits, microbial fuel cells, and projects involving decomposing vertebrate
organisms.

� Hazardous Chemicals, Activities and Devices (No SRC prior approval required, see full text of the rules.)
� Risk Assessment Form (3)
� Qualified Scientist Form (2) (required for projects involving DEA-controlled substances or when applicable)

� Other
� Risk Assessment Form (3)

� I attest to the information checked above and that I have read and agree to abide by the science fair ethics statement.
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 International Rules: Guidelines for Science and Engineering Fairs 2020–2021, societyforscience.org/ISEF2021

Student Checklist (1A)
This form is required for ALL projects.

1. a. Student/Team Leader:  Grade:

Email:  Phone: 

b. Team Member: c. Team Member: ______________________________

2. Title of Project:

3. School: School Phone:

School Address:

4. Adult Sponsor: Phone/Email: 

5. Does this project need SRC/IRB/IACUC or other pre-approval? � Yes � No Tentative start date: ___________

6. Is this a continuation/progression from a previous year? � Yes � No
If Yes:
a. Attach the previous year’s  � Abstract and � Research Plan/Project Summary
b. Explain how this project is new and different from previous years on
�Continuation/Research Progression Form (7)

7. This year’s laboratory experiment/data collection:

 Actual Start Date: (mm/dd/yy) End Date: (mm/dd/yy)

8. Source of Data:

�	Collected self/mentor  � Other   Describe/url: _____________________________________________

9. List name and address of all non-home and non-school work site(s):

Name:

Address:

Phone/
email

10. Complete a Research Plan/Project Summary following the Research Plan/Project Summary instructions
and attach to this form.

11. An abstract is required for all projects after experimentation.
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 International Rules: Guidelines for Science and Engineering Fairs 2020–2021, societyforscience.org/ISEF2021 

Research Plan/Project Summary Instructions
A complete Research Plan/Project Summary is required for ALL projects and 

must accompany Student Checklist (1A). 

• All projects must have a Research Plan/Project Summary
a. Written prior to experimentation following the instructions below to detail the rationale, research question(s), methodology, and

risk assessment of the proposed research.
b. If changes are made during the research, such changes can be added to the original research plan as an addendum, recognizing

that some changes may require returning to the IRB or SRC for appropriate review and approvals. If no additional approvals are
required, this addendum serves as a project summary to explain research that was conducted.

c. If no changes are made from the original research plan, no project summary is required.

• Some studies, such as an engineering design or mathematics projects, will be less detailed in the initial project plan and will change
through the course of research. If such changes occur, a project summary that explains what was done is required and can be
appended to the original research plan.

• The Research Plan/Project Summary should include the following:
a.  RATIONALE: Include a brief synopsis of the background that supports your research problem and explain why this research is

important and if applicable, explain any societal impact of your research.
b.  RESEARCH QUESTION(S), HYPOTHESIS(ES), ENGINEERING GOAL(S), EXPECTED OUTCOMES: How is this based on the

rationale described above?
c. Describe the following in detail:

•  Procedures: Detail all procedures and experimental design including methods for data collection, and when applicable, the source
of data used. Describe only your project. Do not include work done by mentor or others.

• Risk and Safety: Identify any potential risks and safety precautions needed.
• Data Analysis: Describe the procedures you will use to analyze the data/results.

d.  BIBLIOGRAPHY: List major references (e.g. science journal articles, books, internet sites) from your literature review. If you plan
to use vertebrate animals, one of these references must be an animal care reference.

Items 1–4 below are subject-specific guidelines for additional items to be included in your research plan/project summary as 
applicable. 
1. Human participants research:

a. Participants: Describe age range, gender, racial/ethnic composition of participants. Identify vulnerable populations (minors,
pregnant women, prisoners, mentally disabled or economically disadvantaged).

b. Recruitment: Where will you find your participants? How will they be invited to participate?
c. Methods: What will participants be asked to do? Will you use any surveys, questionnaires or tests? If yes and not your own, how

did you obtain? Did it require permissions? If so, explain. What is the frequency and length of time involved for each subject?
d. Risk Assessment: What are the risks or potential discomforts (physical, psychological, time involved, social, legal, etc.) to

participants? How will you minimize risks? List any benefits to society or participants.
e. Protection of Privacy: Will identifiable information (e.g., names, telephone numbers, birth dates, email addresses) be collected?

Will data be confidential/anonymous? If anonymous, describe how the data will be collected. If not anonymous, what procedures
are in place for safeguarding confidentiality? Where will data be stored? Who will have access to the data? What will you do with
the data after the study?

f. Informed Consent Process: Describe how you will inform participants about the purpose of the study, what they will be asked to
do, that their participation is voluntary and they have the right to stop at any time.

2. Vertebrate animal research:
a. Discuss potential ALTERNATIVES to vertebrate animal use and present justification for use of vertebrates.
b. Explain potential impact or contribution of this research.
c. Detail all procedures to be used, including methods used to minimize potential discomfort, distress, pain and injury to the

animals and detailed chemical concentrations and drug dosages.
d. Detail animal numbers, species, strain, sex, age, source, etc., include justification of the numbers planned.
e. Describe housing and oversight of daily care.
f. Discuss disposition of the animals at the end of the study.

• Potentially hazardous biological agents research:
a. Give source of the organism and describe BSL assessment process and BSL determination.
b. Detail safety precautions and discuss methods of disposal.

4. Hazardous chemicals, activities & devices:
• Describe Risk Assessment process, supervision, safety precautions and methods of disposal.
• Material Safety Data Sheets are not necessary to submit with paperwork.
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Continuation/Research Progression of Projects
1. As in the professional world, research projects may build on work performed previously. A

valid continuation project is a sound scientific endeavor. Students will be judged only on
laboratory experiment/data collection performed over 12 continuous months beginning no
earlier than January 2019 and ending May 2020.

2. Any project based on the student’s prior research could be considered a

continuation/research progression project. These projects must document that the
additional research is a substantive expansion from prior work (e.g. testing a new variable
or new line of investigation). Repetition of previous experimentation with the same
methodology and research question, even with an increased sample size, is an example of
an unacceptable continuation.

3. The display board and abstract must reflect the current year’s work only. The project title

displayed in the finalist’s booth may mention years (for example, “Year Two of an Ongoing

Study”). Previous year’s data books, research papers and supporting documents may be at
the booth, but not openly displayed, if properly labeled as such.

4. Longitudinal studies are permitted as an acceptable continuation under the following
conditions:

a. The study is a multi-year study testing or documenting the same variables in which time
is a critical variable. (Examples: Effect of high rain or drought on soil in a given basin,
return of flora and fauna in a burned area over time.)

b. Each consecutive year must demonstrate time-based change.
c. The display board must be based on collective past conclusionary data and its

comparison to the current year data set. No raw data from previous years may be
displayed.

5. All projects must be reviewed and approved each year and forms must be completed for the
new year.

6. NOTE: For competition in the Intel ISEF, the Continuation/Research Progression Project
Form (7) is required for projects in the same field of study as a previous project. This form
must be displayed at the project booth. Retention of all prior years’ paperwork is required

and must be presented to the Intel ISEF SRC upon request.
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Team Projects
1. Team projects compete and are judged in the scientific category of their research at the

Intel ISEF. All team members must meet the eligibility requirements for Intel ISEF.

2. Teams must have no more than three members. A team with members from different
geographic regions may compete at an affiliated fair of one of its members, but not at
multiple fairs. However, each affiliated fair holds the authority to determine whether teams
with members outside of a fair’s geographic territory are eligible to compete, understanding

that if the team wins the right to attend Intel ISEF, all team members’ expenses must be

supported by the fair.

a. Team membership cannot be changed during a given research year unless there are
extenuating circumstances and the local SRC reviews and approves the change,
including converting a team project to an individual project or vice versa. Such
conversions must address rationale for the change and include a clear delineation
between research preceding the change and that which will follow. A memorandum
documenting this review and approval should be attached to Form 1A.

b. Once a project has competed in a science fair at any level, team membership cannot
change and the project cannot be converted from an individual project to a team project
or vice versa.

c. In a future year, any project may be converted from an individual to a team project, from
a team to an individual project and/or have a change in team membership.

3. Each team is encouraged to appoint a team leader to coordinate the work and act as
spokesperson. However, each member of the team should be able to serve as
spokesperson, be fully involved with the project, and be familiar with all aspects of the
project. The final work should reflect the coordinated efforts of all team members and will
be evaluated using the same judging criteria as individual projects.

4. Each team member must submit an Approval Form (1B). Team members must jointly
submit the Checklist for Adult Sponsor (1), one abstract, a Student Checklist (1A), a

Research Plan/Project Summary and other required forms.

5. Full names of all team members must appear on the abstract and forms. Contact the
Science Education Programs or the Scientific Review Committee with questions.
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 International Rules: Guidelines for Science and Engineering Fairs 2020–2021, societyforscience.org/ISEF2021 

Continuation/Research Progression Projects Form (7)
Required for projects that are a continuation/progression in the same field of study as a previous project. 

This form must be accompanied by the previous year’s abstract and Research Plan/Project Summary.

I hereby certify that the above information is correct and that the current year Abstract & Certification and project display 
board properly reflect work done only in the current year. 

Student’s Printed Name(s) Signature Date of Signature (mm/dd/yy)

Attached are:
� Abstract and Research Plan/Project Summary, Year _________

Student’s Name(s)

To be completed by Student Researcher: List all components of the current project that make it new and different from previ-
ous research. The information must be on the form; use an additional form for previous year and earlier projects.

Components Current Research Project Previous Research Project: Year: ________

1. Title

2. Change in goal/
purpose/objec-
tive

3. Changes in
methodology

4. Variable studied

5. Additional
changes
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Harnett County Schools 

Middle School Science Fair 

Rubric:  Presentation 

Student Name: _____________________School:  _____________  Category:   ________________Project Number______ 

     Exemplary 

   (4 Points Each) 

   Satisfactory 

   (3 Points Each) 

Developing/ 

Emerging 

(2 Points Each) 

Improvement 

Needed 

 (1 Point Each) 

Communication 

   Skills 

Consistently speaks with 

appropriate volume and 

articulation. 

Generally speaks with 

appropriate volume and 

articulation. 

Has difficulty speaking with 

appropriate volume and 

articulation. 

Does not speak with 

appropriate volume and 

articulation. 

Consistently speaks with 

appropriate eye contact and 

posture. 

Frequently employs appropriate 

eye contact and posture. 

Employs infrequent eye contact 

and/or poor posture. 

Makes no eye contact. 

Consistently employs standard 

grammar. 

Generally employs standard 

grammar. 

Infrequently employs standard 

grammar. 

Does not employ standard 

grammar. 

Adheres to appropriate 

timeline. 

Adheres to prescribed timeline. Violates prescribed time limit. Violates prescribed time limit. 

 Content 

Effectively defines a main 

idea and clearly adheres to 

purpose throughout the 

presentation. 

Adequately defines a main idea 

and clearly adheres to purpose 

throughout presentation. 

Insufficiently defines a main idea 

and adheres to purpose throughout 

the presentation. 

Does not define main idea or 

adhere to purpose. 

Demonstrates exceptional use 

of supporting details/evidence. 

Demonstrates adequate use of 

supporting details/evidence. 

Demonstrates insufficient 

supporting details/evidence. 

Demonstrates no supporting 

details/evidence. 

Self-Reflection 

Offers an insightful evaluation 

of the project process. 

Offers a clear evaluation of the 

project process. 

Offers an evaluation of the project 

process. 

Fails to offer an insightful 

evaluation of the project 

process. 

Reflects on successes and 

challenges with exceptional 

depth and insight. 

Reflects on successes and 

challenges with sufficient depth 

and insight. 

Reflects on successes and 

challenges with limited depth and 

insight. 

Does not reflect on successes 

and challenges with depth or 

insight. 

Total Points:  _________ 
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Harnett County Schools 

Middle School Science Fair 

Rubric:  Paper 

Student Name: ____________________  Category:  ____________        Science Teacher    _______________________ 

Language Arts Teacher _______________________ 

     Exemplary 

   (4 Points Each) 

   Satisfactory 

   (3 Points Each) 

Developing/ 

Emerging 

(2 Points Each) 

Improvement 

Needed 

 (1 Point Each) 

Content 

(Completed by Science 

Teacher)  

Response addresses all aspects 

of the focus of the project. 

Response addresses most aspects 

of the focus of the project. 

Response addresses some aspects 

of the focus of the project. 

Response addresses a single aspect 

of the focus of the project. 

Appropriate and accurate 

specific examples are cited 

and explained. 

Appropriate examples are cited 

and explained, but some 

information is inaccurate. 

Some examples given and an 

attempt made at explanation, but 

inaccurate information included. 

Examples, if cited, are inaccurate 

or incomplete. 

Sound reasoning employed. Reasoning employed on the 

inferential level. 

Reasoning employed on the 

concrete level. 

There is little or no evidence of 

reasoning employed. 

Use of skills in evaluation, 

analysis, and synthesis is 

apparent. 

Use of synthesis and analysis 

apparent. 

Use of literal skills is apparent. There is little or no evidence of 

literal skills employed. 

 Content 

Adequately defines a main idea 

and clearly adheres to purpose 

throughout presentation. 

Effectively defines a main idea and 

clearly adheres to purpose 

throughout the presentation. 

Does not define main idea or 

adhere to purpose. 

Demonstrates exceptional use 

of supporting details/evidence. 

Demonstrates adequate use of 

supporting details/evidence. 

Demonstrates insufficient 

supporting details/evidence. 

Demonstrates no supporting 

details/evidence. 

Self-Reflection 

Offers an insightful evaluation 

of the project process. 

Offers a clear evaluation of the 

project process. 

Offers an evaluation of the project 

process. 

Fails to offer an insightful 

evaluation of the project process. 

Reflects on successes and 

challenges with exceptional 

depth and insight. 

Reflects on successes and 

challenges with sufficient depth 

and insight. 

Reflects on successes and 

challenges with limited depth and 

insight. 

Does not reflect on successes and 

challenges with depth or insight. 

Total Points:  _________ 
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WEB ADDRESSES AND RESOURCES REFERENCES 

The North Carolina Region IV Science Fair @ UNC Pembroke 

UNCP will host the State Region IV Science Fair  - Date to be determined.
It will be held in the auxiliary gym of the Jones Physical Education Center. 

Deadline for application materials is _______________

Science Fair Project Ideas, Answers and Tools for Students 

ALSO – Teachers Guide 

With Printable Worksheets 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/ 

Intel International Science and Engineering Fair  

International Rules and Guidelines 2020-2021
https://sspcdn.blob.core.windows.net/files/Documents/SEP/ISEF/2021/Rules/
Book.pdf

Student Science – a resource of the society for Science and the Public 

https://student.societyforscience.org/ 

’Surf the Web”
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https://www.uncp.edu/departments/chemistry-physics/north-carolina-region-4-science-engineering-fair
https://www.uncp.edu/departments/chemistry-physics/north-carolina-region-4-science-engineering-fair
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/
https://sspcdn.blob.core.windows.net/files/Documents/SEP/ISEF/2020/Rules/Rules-Only.pdf
https://sspcdn.blob.core.windows.net/files/Documents/SEP/ISEF/2020/Rules/Rules-Only.pdf
https://student.societyforscience.org/


Helpful Website links 

• NC Science and Engineering Fair:  www.ncsciencefair.org

• About Intel ISEF:    https://student.societyforscience.org/intel-isef

• ISEF Rules and Guidelines:

https://sspcdn.blob.core.windows.net/files/Documents/SEP/ISEF/2021/Rules/Book.pdf

• ISEF Rules Wizard:  https://ruleswizard.societyforscience.org/

• Science Buddies: www.sciencebuddies.org, information for students, teachers, and parents

• Science Project Ideas, information and support for Science Fair …www.scienceproject.com/

• Science Fair Projects - Project Ideas Demonstrations and Instructions:

https://sciencing.com/science-projects/

• ISEF Science Primer:  http://www.societyforscience.org/isef/primer/index.asp

• Agricultural Ideas for Science Fair Projects:

www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/fair/ideas.htm

• Cool Science Fair Project Ideas and Science Fair Projects:

www.sciencepage.org/scifair.htm

• Science Projects:  www.infoplease.com/homework/sciprojectsfaq.html
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